ADVOCATES’ ASSOCIATION OF SARAWAK
BINTULU BRANCH (PPM/SWK.998/73-4) W

RE: CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 2020 (ADC 26 December 2020}

2020. This will be year to remember, not because of what the Bintulu Branch has done or
not done, but because of COVID-19. We have had lockdown after lockdown, of multiple
degrees, scare after scare, and at the same time, trying to normalize our lifestyle in an

abnormal times of pandemic. Similarly, our local members have had trying times in their
work and professional undertakings.

That notwithstanding, the local Branch in Bintulu is glad to at least report that prior to the
March 2020 lockdown, we have had our Annual Dinner in December 2019, attended the Kapit
Nanga Entawau Mobile Court Programme as well as the January 2020 Opening of the Legal
Year in Kuching. The Kapit Nanga Entawau Mobile Court Programme was a testing trip for
our members who attended the programme, not least of all because of the distance, but also
the time taken to reach Nanga Entawau. And with the latter January 2020 Opening of the
Legal Year in Kuching, a good-sized team attended the event.

Moving forward after the Chinese New Year holidays in February 2020, unfortunately,
Malaysia and the entire global community entered into various states of Lockdown. And
similarly for our local Branch and members, our activities suffered the same fate. The coming
year 2021, and with the rollout of numerous COVID-19 vaccines, it is hoped that our local
Branch with the guidance of its newly installed committee can thereafter carry out further
activities for the betterment of our local lawyers.

Lockdowns aside, the admission to the Bar of our two previous Chief Judges of Sabah and
Sarawak, Tan Sri Richard Malanjum (also C] Malaysia) and Tan Sri David Wong was a matter
of interest, to say the least. Nonetheless, a decision was made after deliberations by ourlocal
Commitiee and relayed thereafter. It is hoped that any subsequent discussion(s), if any, are
carried with decorum and do not end up disrespecting the institutions and eminent ex-judges
who have contributed much to the legal lexicon in Sabah and Sarawak.

Now to the elephant in the room; The ongoing proposed “conversion” of the Advocates
Association of Sarawak into a Statutory Body, is a matter of importance, more so for a Branch
like Bintulu, although regrettable that the current Committee was unable to complete the
task. Gratitude must however be relayed to the President, the Miri Chairman, the Sibu
Chairman and to the Kuching Chairman for the efforts and magnanimity shown.

Nevertheless, it is the fervent hope of the Bintulu Branch that the protection and rights of the
local Branch is NOT ERODED, and the voices of its advocates/members remain heard, as is
the present. Hence, the stance made by the Bintulu Branch to maintain the present
Constitution as it stands, minus modifications as required to reflect the statutory body.

Lest the decision by the Bintulu Branch may raise questions, perhaps the saying "if it ain't
broke, don't fix it"! may be one way to describe it. Contrary to some views, the original
framers of our AAS Constitution surely have given sufficient thought to what was being drafted,
atthe time that it was drafted. In not so many words, Tweak perhaps, but wholesale change?

After all, and humbly if I may, all the branch representatives in the AAS are chosen by their
members, and each member have each exercised one vote per member to choose who are to
represent each respective branch(es).

In the meantime, I wish to thank our outgoing Committee in Bintuly, and the best to the newly
installed Committee of the Bintulu Branch. Similarly, it is hoped that the upcoming
Committee will find proper resolutions for the outstanding issue(s) mentioned above,

Yours

& Merry Christmas,

Lesli¢ E. i ranch Chairman, Bintulu Branch]
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